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Forming a Good Praesidium

AT N — IRl ) 52 1B

:ﬁlﬁ]@;ﬁ\\ By Caroline Carty £ : Caroline Carty 7k Z #k % UE03% %Rf

It is no secret how to form a good praesidium - it is all in print
before you. The duties of officers and members, the shape and structure of
the meeting, what kind of works to do and with what kind of mentality can
all be found in the Handbook. If you apply these not vaguely but with a
firm resolution you cannot but establish a thriving praesidium. ZEx7 —{E1F
E’JS‘ZIETT%A » —PJEE BRI B AT - X ERE N E S A5
5 @ERRENER - BROETH TFEENEORE - & LUE (2
BEFM) FRE - ABMAAZEMERELRE  MEUBZEN
OB - REL— Y —EEZH B EAIE -

That has been the experience of Maria Assumpta praesidium, if we can
be so bold as to call ourselves thriving. We began two and a half years ago
with just three members, two as green as could be (one of those two being
myself). Now we have eight full members and one more who has moved, as
well as several probationers. Dozens more have passed through our hands,
for many of whom we have high hopes. = [F2F 1 TEE&FK | XEH
K RBPENBECRHEDBRE - BMEMEFBIFRGR
RE=%EE  HAMEEERY 2T (HP—RZEHKEC) -
BaEBMENRIFEE BB —RE&HKRE  LLAELHABEES -
BPIBEBAVBRENA - WEPFLZ ABPIDABFTERARKE -

This didn't happen by accident. The first year we set ourselves to
have eight full members for the next year's Acies. We failed, but it was

a mission statement. This year we hoped for fifteen! We failed again,

~13~



but rarely has failure tasted so sweet. Frank Duff once said that you don't
ask Our Lady for something, you demand it; well, we made our demands
known! EWIFEBA | WAEE—FE THER | RAKRFENESF R
HEHN\RITFEE - #HARBEKER  BER—MEMRES -
FRMNEBRE+DH | #AFIREEIR @ BERKBAIFmHSE
FBEM G - IMABER B MESTRAE » R TER, it
BMEERESAE Y BFMER |

The groundwork for our success was laid in the commitment of the
first three, who made up the praesidium's first officers. There were times
when it was just ourselves and Our Lady at the meetings. But we remained
punctual; we gave good reports and we met regularly to plan our campaign.
Our mission was to have eight members. FK{fBIHAIER : 2 HZEH
BI=RBEEEN BREZZ LRBRMECMERREH - B
PRZERF R - IR RV TFsRes - E 2 EARREI B MIRTE -
B EanREER\REE -

For those who fell into our net, we poured ourselves into them in the
manner of Our Lady. Perhaps a certain desperation helped! Each person who
came really was special to us because they were so few and we made our
best efforts to win them over with an atmosphere of prayer, fraternity and
apostolic spirit. As | said, dozens passed through our net before one stuck.
But then came two and three. ¥RABLETE ATUFIREAFRIA - TUPILIEE R
N E RN MEME L - WFEBEREE LB RGE Y EB |
AR AHBMRFEIFE TR - Rt REIE o Tl
BORAE - BRNEERENAE - KRRSMFIAC o 0FFTE
BT ARBMANETZE BB —EAAET - HERFE_EANE=
18 -
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Grace followed effort and we were unstinting in our application to our
mission. We put ourselves in the way of success, taking on projects when
they were given to us no matter how big. BEEMEEZ MK » F1EH
T ENRR - BFIE < FTEHE > - ERIEEBZ R - HMH
2 TE,.\

We were not always, perhaps, as docile as Our Lady may have liked
and there was some degree of fear and grumbling when we were asked to
organise a day-long, national conference. F {93l FF4A2 2 4N B2 &F FrEAE AV AR
BEER  BRMRERREB—EALRP—RN2EMT SRR 8K
— LRI

But we set about our work and with Mary's help it was a success, both
for those who attended and for ourselves: we gained another member. B
FFREFTIF - EEBMBET - GRIE VI - BREEEM
BB R - #HR—IREIIHIERE - @dF'ﬂR% R Y — %HJT.E °

Another source of membership was the regular performance of street
contact work. About half of our membership was contacted in this manner.
Not all by ourselves, it must be said, and we are grateful to those who
were charitable enough to pass on suitable candidates when we were
starting out. But when we had them, we made sure not to lose them! 53—
ERSEENKR - EEMNEEEETF - WKW —FNEER
RBERESNIREN - EF—REIE > BEXF2ERMES &AL
R AR BB e ~ SR HEB S B EREANEA < BE M
B2 Y A0 - HFIEARANZREAMMF |

We wanted our praesidium to be more than a place of work. Frank

Duff describes it as a way of life and what is life without friendship?

~15~



This focus on fraternity developed when one of our brothers from Nigeria
commented that legionaries there are friends, and the Legion was a social
outlet for them. But in Ireland, members came to meetings and went their
way without forming deeper connections. A ZH PN ZEALNEER
— B8 LAFGAT - BEEBIE eI A —BEETN  MEERKERIE
XEHER ? EEHERNET ~ RN —MREE BT
FHaraman - AHRE - EREESRMK - EEEHMMIRGZ—EH
RIGAHT - BEEWE - EEMR2MSZEANS BB - RBTKE
RAVEHEE o

Our vice president took this idea to heart and set up a social calendar.
We had quiz nights, pizza nights, a visit to Frank Duff's house, as well as
participating in Curia events. Our members' personalities came through
in meetings as they grew in confidence and each meeting was a genuine
pleasure to attend. In the middle of a working week, however difficult or
tiring it had been, the meetings were an oasis, spiritually and socially.
FPNEERBEEFEERE  RILT —ERITERE - HMBRBR T <
BB > <WEZR >~ < 2EFBHRINGE > It < 207 [2E
HEE) > - BEEEMEER LEKRBAE - MANETEERTRER
REFE R A —REIENRRKRE - BMEET/RBBNTE - R85
ZINESRE - SRR — BRI RAERNM o

All of this was overseen by officers who took seriously their roles,
turning up early to prepare, holding planning meetings and attending to
each soul with personal care, acting in loco parentis for our Holy Mother.
E—UHBHRERTRENBERE  thHRAIZELFER 817

RIHAREIEE - WUEARIZER IS — B85  BNESHAERXE
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